
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

No durability date 
required. 

Is the product exempt from needing a durability indication?  
(E.g. untreated fresh fruit & veg, wines/liqueurs, beverages >10% alcohol, baker's wares, 

vinegar, cooking salt, solid sugar, chewing gum)? 

Yes No 

'Best Before' or 'Use 
By' declaration 

required. 
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Getting a compliant durability indication 

Go further 

www.dwf.co.uk 

Is the food microbiologically highly perishable and therefore likely after a short period to 
constitute an immediate danger to human health? 

Yes No 

The product needs a use by date 
in the format: "day/month/year 
together with any necessary 

storage conditions. 

You need to use a best 
before date. 

How long the product will be kept for determines the format of the best before date… 

Less than 

3 months 

3 – 18 

months 

More than 

18 months 

'Best Before' followed 
by the date by day, 

month and year. 

'Best Before End' plus 
month and year. 

'Best Before End' plus 
year. 


